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CITY OF LAGUNA WOODS, CALIFORNIA 
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

REGULAR MEETING 
March 16, 2011 

2:00 P.M. 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Hack called the Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Laguna Woods to 
order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
II. FLAG SALUTE 
 
Councilmember Ring led the flag salute. 
 
III. ROLL CALL 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS: PRESENT: Rhodes, Ring, Robbins, Conners, Hack 
 ABSENT: None 
 
Councilmember Ring thanked everyone for their well wishes while he was in the hospital. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: City Manager Keane; Assistant City Manager Reilly; City Engineer 

Nelson; Deputy City Clerk Trippy; City Attorney McEwen 
 
IV. PRESENTATIONS 
 
Moved by Councilmember Robbins, seconded by Councilmember Ring, and carried 
unanimously to approve a Certificate of Commendation, entitled: 
 
4.1 Certificate of Commendation: Police Services Chief Charles Wilmot 
 

Mayor Hack presented the City’s certificate to Lieutenant Wilmot. 
 
Ruth May, Chair of the Government and Public Relations Committee for the Golden Rain 
Foundation, presented Lieutenant Wilmot with a certificate from GRF. 

 
Lieutenant Wilmot and Captain Linda Solorza made brief remarks. 

 
City Manager Keane stated that the appointment of Lieutenant Jim Rudy as the City’s 
Police Chief will be on the next City Council meeting agenda. 

 
V. CITY PROCLAMATIONS 

 
Moved by Councilmember Ring, seconded by Councilmember Robbins, and carried 
unanimously to approve City Proclamation 5.1, entitled: 
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5.1 National Donate Life Month, April 2011 
 

City Manager Keane noted that Councilmember Conners will be attending the annual 
5k/3.1 Mile event in the City of Placentia to present the certificate. 
 

VI. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
City Manager Keane removed Item 6.5 from the Consent Calendar, as requested by a member of 
the audience. 
 
Moved by Councilmember Conners, seconded by Councilmember Robbins, and voted 4-0 with 
Councilmember Ring abstaining, to approve Consent Calendar Items 6.1 – 6.7, as amended. 
 

AYES:         Rhodes, Robbins, Conners, Hack 
NOES:         None 
ABSTAIN:  Ring 
 

Councilmember Ring abstained due to his recent absence. 
 

6.1 City Council Minutes 
 

Approved the minutes from the February 16, 2011 regular meeting. 
 
6.2 Approved the reading by title of all ordinances and resolutions. Said ordinances and 

resolutions that appear on the public agenda shall be determined to have been read by 
title only and further reading waived. 

 
6.3 Treasurer’s Report 

 
Received and filed the February 2011 monthly Treasurer’s Report. 

 
6.4 Warrant Register 
 

Approved the March 16, 2011 Warrant Register in the amount of $554,247.85. 
 
6.6 Temporary and Permanent Sign Regulations 
 
 Adopted Ordinance No. 11-04 making changes to the City’s permanent and temporary 

sign regulations, entitled: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA WOODS, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING CHAPTER 13.06 AND REPEALING AND 
REPLACING CHAPTER 13.20 OF THE LAGUNA WOODS 
MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO SIGN REGULATIONS 
 

6.7 Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup Grant Application 
 
 Approved Resolution No. 11-04 authorizing staff to submit a grant application to the 
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Orange County Transportation Authority for Measure M2 Environmental Cleanup 
Program funding, entitled: 

 
 A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA WOODS, 

CALIFORNIA, AUTHORIZING SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION 
FOR FUNDING UNDER THE MEASURE M2 ENVIRONMENTAL 
CLEANUP, TIER 1 GRANT PROGRAM 

 
Mayor Hack asked for comments on item 6.5 
 
6.5 Smoking Regulations 

 
A member of the audience voiced her concern with allowing smoking only inside homes 
due the impact on the health of caregivers. She suggested that home buyers be made 
aware of the City’s smoking regulations. 

 
Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Conners, seconded by Councilmember Robbins, and voted 4-
0 with Councilmember Ring abstaining, to adopt Ordinance No. 11-03 establishing City 
smoking regulations, entitled: 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAGUNA WOODS, 
CALIFORNIA, RESCINDING, REPLACING AND ESTABLISHING 
CHAPTER 7.16 – SMOKING IN PUBLIC PLACES AND PLACES OF 
EMPLOYMENT 
 

AYES:         Rhodes, Robbins, Conners, Hack 
NOES:         None 
ABSTAIN:  Ring 
 
Councilmember Ring abstained due to his absence during the discussion of the issue. 

 
VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS – None 
 
VIII. CITY COUNCIL 

 
8.1 Advisory Committee Appointments 
 

Mayor Hack summarized the agenda report. 
 
Moved by Councilmember Ring, seconded by Councilmember Robbins, and carried 
unanimously to ratify appointing Mike Straziuso to the Land Use and Design Review 
Committee. 
 

IX. CITY MANAGER 
 

9.1 Santa Maria Avenue Reconstruction 
 

Assistant City Manager Reilly summarized the proposed multimodal trail. 
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City Manager Keane asked if staff had looked into the possibility of installing a signal at 
Via Vista and Santa Maria that would only require vehicles to stop if a pedestrian pressed 
a button. 
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly responded that staff believes the stop sign, as proposed, 
will be safer and more effective in causing vehicles to stop. 

 
Mayor Hack asked if this project is in conjunction with Laguna Hills. 
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly stated that staff considered continuing the trail to Gates 10 
and 11, however, sufficient funding is not available. The City of Laguna Hills has no 
position on this project. 
 
City Manager Keane clarified that the City of Laguna Hills has no position on the multi-
modal trail project because it is not located in their city. They indicated that they may 
have an unfavorable position if it was proposed to cross their property. The pavement 
rehabilitation project is in conjunction with Laguna Hills. 
 
At Councilmember Rhodes’ request, Assistant City Manager Reilly clarified that both the 
entrance and exit to the path from Moulton Plaza would be from the appropriate sides of 
the same driveway. He confirmed that cars and golf carts could share that portion of the 
driveway. 
 
Councilmember Ring stated that he is impressed with the project. 
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly acknowledged City Engineer Nelson’s involvement in the 
project and noted that the Community Services and Public Safety Committees voted in 
favor of the project. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Conners asked about the schedule for construction and remarked that she 
is pleased the City is working to expand opportunities for mobility impaired residents. 
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly responded that construction would begin at the end of 
April and conclude at the end of June.  The pavement rehabilitation project would start at 
the other end of Santa Maria and have a similar schedule. 

 
Mayor Hack discussed his mixed feelings for the project. He stated that he is thrilled by 
the idea that people will be able to get around the community, but is concerned with golf 
carts in close proximity or crossing where vehicles are present. For that reason, he will 
abstain from voting. 

 
Councilmember Rhodes stated that risks always exist and noted that the City’s insurance 
carrier did not view the El Toro Road path as having any greater risk.  He feels that it is 
good to provide mobility options for residents. He strongly supports the project. 
 
Councilmember Ring responded to Mayor Hack’s comments and suggested moving the 
crosswalk back to where the Moulton Plaza driveway is. 
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City Manager Keane responded that a crosswalk already exists at the corner of Moulton 
and Santa Maria and that adding another crosswalk at the entrance to Moulton Plaza 
would be a traffic safety issue. 
 
Councilmember Ring suggested eliminating the crosswalk at the intersection and having 
only one crosswalk at the entrance to Moulton Plaza. 
 
City Manager Keane noted that the City of Laguna Hills may oppose eliminating the 
crosswalk at the intersection, since it is used to access the sidewalk for the length of the 
roadway. She explained that a crosswalk at the entrance to Moulton Plaza would be less 
safe because it would not have the benefit of a signal indicating when it is safe to cross. 
 
Councilmember Ring responded that he is only making suggestions and that he concurs 
with Mayor Hack’s point about the safety of golf carts at the driveway. 
 
City Manager Keane discussed the benefit of crossing at the traffic signal and noted that 
there has been only one accident in a golf cart crossing and that was caused by an illegal 
action by a golf cart driver. She also noted that a six inch lift is included in the design to 
prevent vehicles from drifting onto the sidewalk. 
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly concurred with City Manager Keane that it is in some 
ways safer to cross on a crosswalk where a traffic signal exists. 
 
Mayor Hack discussed his concerns related to the visibility of golf carts. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Conners suggested installing a golf cart crossing sign and considering a 
red light camera or “no right turn on red” sign at Moulton into Santa Maria. 
 
City Manager Keane responded that a golf cart crossing sign could be installed on the 
City’s property, but that a red light camera or “no right turn on red” sign would require an 
agreement from Laguna Hills, which has decided not to pursue such cameras in their city. 

 
Councilmember Rhodes noted that golf carts can frequently be seen driving illegally on 
Santa Maria. He feels that the proposal would provide a safer route and that any risk is 
minimal. 
 
Councilmember Robbins stated that he initiated the concept for this project several years 
ago due to the number of golf carts illegally traveling on Santa Maria and the difficulty in 
reaching the Florence Sylvester Senior Center. He is confident that the proposed project 
is as safe as it can be and supports installing appropriate signs or lights to eliminate 
illegal turns. 

 
Moved by Councilmember Robbins, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Conners, and voted 4-
0 with Mayor Hack abstaining to: 
 
A.  Award a contract to GASS Construction, Inc. for the construction of a multimodal 

trail on Santa Maria Avenue in the amount of $366,999.10, plus authorized change 
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orders not to exceed 20% of the base amount; and authorize the City Manager to 
execute the contract and approve change orders, subject to approval of the contract as 
to form by the City Attorney. 

 
AYES:          Rhodes, Ring, Robbins, Conners 
NOES:          None 
ABSTAIN:   Hack 
 
Mayor Hack abstained because he had concerns about the safety of the project.  
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly summarized the proposed repaving of Santa Maria. 

 
Councilmember Rhodes asked what the City of Laguna Hills’ share of the cost would be. 
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly stated that their cost share is $190,000 and that it would be 
based on actual construction plus engineering and construction management costs. 
 
Moved by Councilmember Robbins, seconded by Councilmember Rhodes, and carried 
unanimously to: 
 
B. Award a contract to All American Asphalt, Inc. for the pavement rehabilitation of 

Santa Maria Avenue in the amount of $620,232, plus authorized change orders not to 
exceed 20% of the base amount; and authorize the City Manager to execute the 
contract and approve change orders, subject to approval of the contract as to form by 
the City Attorney. 

 
C. Approve an agreement with the City of Laguna Hills for the joint share of the Santa 

Maria Avenue Pavement Rehabilitation Project, and authorize the City Manager to 
execute the agreement, subject to approval as to form by the City Attorney. 

 
D. Adopt Resolution No. 11-05 authorizing an application to the State of California for 

Proposition 1B funds for the Santa Maria Avenue Pavement Rehabilitation Project, 
entitled: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
LAGUNA WOODS, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE APPLICATION 
TO THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA FOR PROPOSITION 1B FUNDS 
FOR THE SANTA MARIA AVENUE PAVEMENT REHABILITATION 
PROJECT 

 
9.2 Woods End Preserve Inclusion in Laguna Coast Wilderness Park 
 

City Manager Keane summarized the agenda report and the history of the project.   
 

Assistant City Manager Reilly reviewed the lease agreement with the County of Orange 
and noted that, if approved, the City will become a voting member of the Coastal 
Greenbelt Authority. 
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Councilmember Ring expressed his gratitude to everyone involved in the project. 
 

Moved by Councilmember Ring, seconded by Councilmember Robbins, and carried 
unanimously to approve a lease agreement with the County of Orange to include Woods 
End Park in Laguna Coast Wilderness Park, and authorized the City Manager to make 
minor modifications and execute the agreement, subject to approval as to form by the 
City Attorney. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Conners asked how the parties agreed on a 36 year term. 
 
Assistant City Manager Reilly responded that the County of Orange selected that date in 
order to bring it in line with their other lease agreements. 

 
City Manager Keane noted that the term of the lease has been reduced from what was 
originally proposed due to the length of time negotiations took. 
 

X. CITY ATTORNEY – No report 
 

XI. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
11.1 Transportation Corridor Agencies (Mayor Hack) 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Hack discussed the Board’s search for state and federal lobbyists. 

 
11.2 Orange County Library Board (Councilmember Robbins) 

 
Mayor Robbins reported that a meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 31, 2011. 
 

11.3 Orange County Fire Authority (Councilmember Rhodes) 
 
Councilmember Rhodes reported on negotiations with non-union employees, OCFA’s 
readiness to respond to the earthquake in Japan, and Station 22’s response times. He also 
addressed rumors about a new fire station in the City. OCFA is looking into the issue but 
funding is not currently available and no commitment has been made regarding this issue.  

 
11.4 Southern California Water Committee (Mayor Hack) 

 
Mayor Hack discussed the Delta Conservation Program. 

 
11.5  Coastal Greenbelt Authority (Mayor Pro Tem Conners) 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Conners reported that a meeting is scheduled for March 17, 2011 to 
accept the Woods End Park lease agreement. 
 

11.6 Laguna Canyon Foundation (Councilmember Rhodes) 
  

Councilmember Rhodes reported on the Foundation’s focus on education. 
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11.7 Vector Control District Board (Councilmember Robbins) 
  

Councilmember Robbins reported that in 2010, only one out of 111 human cases of West 
Nile Virus in California occurred in Orange County. He discussed a recent presentation 
on hoarding and stated that the next meeting is scheduled for March 17, 2011. 

 
XII. PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 

 
XIII. CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 13.1 Reports on Meetings Attended (Government Code §53232.3) 
                   

A. Metropolitan Water District Forum and Dinner, February 24, 2011 (Hack) 
 
13.2 Other Comments and Announcements 
 

 Mayor Pro Tem Conners reported on a recent meeting of the Orange County Waste 
Management Commission. She discussed OC Waste & Recycling’s solar energy and 
educational efforts. 

 
 Mayor Pro Tem Conners asked if there is a list of commercial properties within the City 

where recycling is available. 
 
 City Manager Keane responded that there is not, but staff can begin to keep a list. 
 
 Mayor Pro Tem Conners reported on an Orange County Fire Authority meeting she 

attended regarding the services that they provide. She announced an upcoming pilot 
program to install smoke alarms in residences. 

 
XIV. CLOSED SESSION 
 
14.1 The City Council met in closed session to confer with legal counsel regarding one matter 

of pending litigation: Rosalind Chasman and Elva Brinegar vs. City of Laguna Woods, et 
al., Case No. 30-2011-00449800-CU-WM-CXC pursuant to the provisions of 
Government Code Section 54956.9(a). 

 
The City Council reconvened in open session at 4:07 p.m. City Attorney McEwen 
advised that there was no reportable action. 

 
XV. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:07 p.m. The next regular meeting will be at 2:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 20, 2011 at Laguna Woods City Hall, 24264 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, 
CA 92637. 
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__________________________________ 
YOLIE TRIPPY, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Adopted: April 20, 2011 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
BERT HACK, Mayor 
 
 


