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MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES 

ORDINANCE 
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Different strains of cannabis have different aromatic compounds that are said to 
produce different physical effects. Terpene analysis allows for characterization to 
distinguish various strains, said to be used for treatment of various symptoms. 
 

5. Residual Solvent Testing 
 

Solvents are sometimes used in preparation of concentrated forms of cannabis (wax, 
hash or other oils, etc.), where after the concentrated product is produced, solvents 
(acetone, hexane, butane, propane, isopropanol, and others) are removed using heat 
or vacuum processes.  Residual solvent testing can detect both the quality of solvents 
used and the effectiveness of the solvent removal efforts. 

 
To date, staff has not generated information about the costs of those various tests, or 
analyzed what impact they might have on the accessibility of medical marijuana to 
patients. One concern staff has with potentially requiring medical marijuana product 
testing is that it would effectively dictate a violation of federal law (i.e., transport of 
medical marijuana for ultimate use). Securing the benefits of laboratory testing 
therefore poses legal risk3. That risk might be shielded, somewhat, with potential 
passage and implementation of the Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act, 
which specifically requires the establishment of quality assurance testing protocols 
prior to transporting a product. Unless and until that State law becomes effective, 
however, any regulations requiring laboratory testing would entail some risk. 
 
E. Potential Actions 

 
As staff advised on September 10, 2015, the City’s legally safest course, and the one 
followed by most Orange County cities, would be to prohibit medical marijuana 
dispensaries. In the City’s case, that would take the form of a repeal of the medical 
marijuana dispensary regulatory ordinance. Such bans have been authorized by the 
California Supreme Court in City of Riverside v. Inland Empire Patients Health and 
Wellness Center, Inc. (2013) 56 Cal. 4th 729. Repealing the regulatory ordinance 
would place the City on well-defined legal ground, help insulate against the adverse 
secondary effects that the City is advised such uses may generate, and allow the City 
to monitor the development of State law, and developing federal enforcement 
policies, with a minimum of legal risk. If this is the City Council’s direction, staff 
requests that the existing moratorium be extended to allow for consideration and 

                                                 
3 This was one of the factors that led to the prior invalidation of the Long Beach medical marijuana 
dispensary regulations. The court found that by mandating laboratory testing, the city effectively 
compelled transportation of marijuana products, in contravention of federal law.   




















